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Causes of the American Civil War
Despite being fought over a century and a half, the American Civil War is one the key characteristics that mark the American history. Historians have argued that even though it took almost a decade in the American Revolution War to get the United States to become an independent country, the American Civil War, which only took four years, was a great determining factor in the kind of country the United States would be. Many factors resulted in the outbreak of the Civil War, but primarily, it is believed that the war was caused by the economic differences between the North and Southern states and the abolition of slavery.
The American Civil War took place between 1861 and 1865 and greatly influenced the country’s political, social and economic aspects. According to The Week News (2018), at the epicenter of the Civil War were numerous interconnected issues ranging from slavery to territorial political control. As a result, the conflict emerged based on these key issues between the States which formed the basis of the primary causes of the American Civil War. 
First, the American Civil War emerged as a result of the differences between the North and the Southern States. According to The Week News (2018), before the war erupted, there were already differences between the Northern states and the Southern states in the mid-19th century. The Northern states had invested significantly in the industries while the Southern states invested in agriculture. Since the mid-19th century, the conflict did not result in war before because everyone was contented with what they had. However, in the 1850s, the price of cotton, which was produced from the South such that the value of slaves started hiking (The Week News, 2018). However, this conflict between the Southern states and the Northern states was based on economic development. Initially, industrialization in the North was a huge development, but as the price of cotton hiked in the 1850s, the economic growth in the South also started growing significantly. As recorded in The Week News (2018), the growth of the South per capita income was higher than the North, especially in the 1840 and 1860. This resulted in a high cost of living in the North, which attracted more people to the South. This economic difference facilitated the war in 1861. 
Secondly, the abolition of slavery, especially in the South further fueled the already constraining relationship between the North and the Southern states. According to Kelly (2018), slavery was core to the economy of the South who relied on the slaves for their agricultural economy. Since the North relied on the machines there was no need for slaves; thus, the emergence of the abolitionist movement which sought to end slavery in the Northern states. According to Kelly (2018), the majority of the Northern states enacted abolitionist laws that ended slavery in most of the Northern states. This was different in the South as the demand for slaves grew more and more with the demand for cotton increasing. 
The Week News (2018) explains that the relationship between the Southern and Northern states grew with animosity especially with the fact that the South thought that the Northern abolitionists would influence and try to impose their values on them regarding eradicating slavery.  As a result, the Southern States pushed for policies that would protect their interests. For instance, the enactment of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 which made it illegal to hide or rescue runaway slaves was a countermeasure by the Southerners to protect their values and keep off interference from the Northern States. This law saw many Black slaves who had already attained their freedom pursued in the North and subjected again to slavery and others destroyed. It is estimated that through this policy, about 332 Black people were put on trial and other 300 placed into slavery despite attaining their freedom.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Further, the slavery debate heated up during the 1852 presidential campaign which further polarized the political constructions between the presidential candidates. The Week News (2018) explains that the abolitionist movement created a heated debate, which at the center was the question of whether slaves were to be allowed in the newly created states that were becoming part of the United States. With political leaders coming in to make their pledges, the debate on slavery created a new constraint relationship ties between the States. President Abraham Lincoln when he took office in 1860, contrary to what many believed given his political affiliation, pledged to keep slavery out of the new states that formed the Union (The Week News, 2018).  
Based on the above analysis of the causes, I feel that the war was inevitable because of the cultural, socioeconomic and political differences, especially between the Southern and Northern States. Before the war broke out, the Southern States made it clear that they were willing to protect their interest, which was to continue with slavery because it formed the basis of their economy. As President Lincoln took office, he tried to use the diplomacy approach by sending the naval reinforcement to supply food at the Fort Sumter, but immediately the shops arrived, the Confederates opened fire on the port before they could arrive at the port. For the Confederates, they perceived such an aggressive approach as a way of defending their constitution. Therefore, I don’t think that there would be another approach to this when both sides had already created a fixed mindset on what they want. Lincoln’s suggestion to secession was rejected by the Confederates while he viewed it as a rejection of democracy. 
Even though there is no side to be blamed than the other because every side thought that they were protecting what they believed in, but to some extent, the Confederates would have taken the blame because they are ones who sparked the war by opening fire to a Union ship. To the Northern States, stopping slavery may have been facilitated by their industrialization, but they also adopted the abolitionist movement to end slavery because it was inhumane. For the Southerners, agriculture was their main source of economy and ending slavery would expose them to poverty and economic difficulties. Everyone appeared to be fighting for the right course, but what resulted in the war could have been prevented. The Civil War broke in April 1861 as the Confederate army opened fire at the Union-held Fort Sumter in South Carolina (The Week News, 2018). I believe that this situation that sparked the war could have been prevented; thus, to some extent, I think that Confederates would have been blamed for the war. 
In conclusion, even though the question on what exactly caused the American Civil War has been debated upon for more a century since it occurred, but the primary causes have been identified as the abolition of slavery in the North and economic superiority contest between the South and the North. Based on this discussion, the American Civil War was caused by numerous factors, but the outstanding reasons were the longstanding tensions and disagreements between the States over the social, economic and political issues. Even though the war could have never been prevented due to the tension that started building up in the mid-19th century, but the immediate events that led to the war in Fort Sumter could have been prevented. Based on this analysis, the Civil War was inevitable because the tension between the conflicting parties; the Confederate and the Union had already piled up since the 1850s by the economic, social, and political events that took place between 1840 and 1860. From this analysis, it is evident that the war would eventually break out between the States but the event in April 1861 propelled the tension and raised it higher. Despite that no one side can be blamed for the events of Civil War, one cannot ignore the detrimental consequences and how it shaped the American history. Today, the black, who were once slaves involved in the middle of the conflict can enjoy some privileges that were formed as a result of the Civil War. 
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